* What does this story teach me about God
or the gospel?

* What does this story teach me about myself?

* Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?

* Are there any promises in this story to remember? How
do they help me trust and love God?

* How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
* Why are good works important to show our faith?

* What does it mean if a person says he or she has faith but does
not obey God?

* Can good works save you? Why or why not?

Doers of the Word

James 1-2
STORY POINT: JAMES SAID THAT FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS USELESS.

James wrote a letter to the Jewish believers. He told them the way believers
should live. James explained that talking about God and the church is not enough.
We have to do what God says. James wrote, “Be doers of the
word. If you hear the word but don’t do it, you fool
yourselves.” God’s Word shows us the truth about
ourselves. Anyone who hears and does the
Word will be blessed.

James explained that people who really
love God will show care to people too.

God is honored when believers show
their faith with actions. One way to
do this is by helping orphans and
widows.

We show love in what we say
and do. James also wrote, “What
good is it if someone says he
has faith but does not do what
is good and right? If someone is
cold and hungry and you say to
him, ‘Go in peace, stay warm, and
be well fed,” but you don’t give him
clothes or food, what good is it?”

James said that in the same way, faith
without works is useless.

Anyone can say that he has faith,
but true faith is proven by good works.

Abraham showed his faith when he obeyed

God and got ready to sacrifice his son Isaac. Rahab

showed her faith by risking her life to hide the spies in

Jericho. God does not accept people because they do what is
good and right; He accepts people who have true faith in Jesus.

Christ Connection: Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word”
(John 14:23). James reminded believers to be doers of the word. Jesus rescues us from
sin and frees us to live a life that honors God. By doing what is good and right, people
who trust Jesus can show that they really believe in Him.
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God’s Word Crossword

How well do you know the Bible? Use the clues to complete the puzzle.

1. second book of the Major Prophets 2. last book of the Old Testament

3. last book of the New Testament 4. book that tells of the Israelites’ escape from Egypt

6. first book of the New Testament 5. first book of the Bible

8. longest book in the Bible 7. book written by Luke about the Holy Spirit and early church

9. book written by King Solomon about purpose in life

Picture Puzzles
Solve the puzzles to figure out the missing words.
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